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In recent years, the impact of each vote has been repeatedly proven in close elections, such as the 2000
Presidential election in Florida, and the 2004 Governor’s race in Washington. Determining the intent of
the voter is an extremely important part of the canvassing process, and becomes even more critical in close
elections.

The United States Supreme Court observed in Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98 (2000), that Florida’s lack of
standards for determining voter intent led to arbitrary evaluation of the ballots, and therefore arbitrary counting
of votes in the Presidential recounts. The Court concluded that these circumstances violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution. In response to the 2000 Presidential election, Congress passed the
Help America Vote Act in 2002. The Help America Vote Act mandated in 42 U.S.C. § 15481(a)(6) that states
adopt uniform standards that define what constitutes a vote and what will be counted as a vote for each voting
system in the state. These standards are necessary to ensure consistency across the state and prevent equal
protection violations.

The state of Washington makes every effort to count each valid vote. Being a voter intent state, voters are
not disenfranchised merely because they marked a ballot differently than directed. When voter intent can be
discerned, votes will be counted.

Pursuant to Bush v. Gore and the Help America Vote Act, the Certification and Training Program within the
Elections Division worked with the County Auditors and County Canvassing Boards to develop statewide
standards for determining voter intent. Every County Auditor and every County Canvassing Board had the
opportunity to contribute and provide input into the development of these rules, which are codified in WAC
434-261-086. The standards supplement existing statutes and administrative rule.

This publication illustrates the standards in pictorial examples of voted ballots and how they should be
interpreted by County Canvassing Boards. All three types of optical scan and digital scan ballots currently in
use in Washington are represented.

No publication could address all of the circumstances that can arise in canvassing an election. In the event
a situation arises that is not addressed in state law, administrative rule, or this publication, the authority to
determine voter intent rests with the County Canvassing Board.

Regardless of our individual perspectives, we all share the same goal of accurate and fair elections. This
publication will be one of many tools we employ to achieve this goal.

o

Sam Reed
Secretary of State
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RULE A - Target Area

Any marks made in the target area shall be counted as valid votes,
with the exceptions below.

Any marks made outside of the target area will only be valid if
they fulfill the consistent pattern requirements of RULE B.

Exceptions to Rule A

Exception 1. Obvious stray marks

Exception 2. Hesitation marks

Exception 3. Parts of written notes

Exception 4. Corrected votes (according to the instructions printed on the ballot

or written instructions provided by the voter, which may include arrows, circles,
and written words.)

For examples of Exception 4, see Rule C on page 30 and Rule E on page 34.
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RULE A - Example 1a

In the following example, all choices marked are valid votes because they are all marked
in the target area and do not fall under one of the exceptions to rule A.

SHL 32-0832
Ballot Code 4
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: P
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
® Rutherford B. Hayes

©William Henry Harrison

-

(D)
(R)

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

@ John Quincy Adams
O Dwight D. Eisenhower

D Franklin D. Roosevelt

-

(R)
(L)

Wirite-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

@ Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

O William Henry Harrison

(D)
(R)

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

O Teddy Roosevelt

@ Rutherford B. Hayes

O William Henry Harrison

(D)
(R)

Write-in
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RULE A - Example 1b

In the following example, all choices marked are valid votes because they are all marked
in the target area and do not fall under one of the exceptions to rule A.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

D Ulysses S. Grant

-

Write-in

m Teddy Roosevelt (D) John Quincy Adams (D)
D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) M Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
D William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)
Write-in Write-in
Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
-] Martin Van Buren D) | ] James Monroe (D)
Zachary Taylor (R) D William McKinley (R)

m James Buchanan
-

(L)

Write-in
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RULE A - Example Ic

In the following example, all choices marked are valid votes because they are all marked
in the target area and do not fall under one of the exceptions to rule A.

== PBHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA -
== PBallot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222 -
== | eg Dist: 32 -
- INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: <smessng -
mm  |IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow. —
- State Representative State Representative -
- District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -
== |Teddy Roosevelt (D) «msgpma ( John Quincy Adams (D) = waf ™™
== |Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =& Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) oniinms| o
*= | William Henry Harrison (L) e= =a| Franklin D. Roosevelt L) o= wa| ™
- a ud = nf| =m
- Write-in Write-in -
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
== |Martin Van Buren (D) 4-(-1 James Monroe (D) = w4 o
- Zachary Taylor (R) = =& William McKinley (R) «mdg=a -
== [Ulysses S. Grant (L) e= =a| James Buchanan (L) ¢m mg| =
Write-in Write-in
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RULE A - Example 2a

In the following example, only the vote for Roosevelt will count. The other marks are
made outside of the target area and do not fulfill the consistent pattern requirements of

rule B, so they are not valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS:
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

® Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

OWiIIiam Henry Harrison

-

(D)
(R)
(L)

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

©John Quincy Adams
O Dwight D. Eisenhower
O Franklin D. Roosevelt

D)
®

(L)

Write-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Q Teddy Roosevelt

therford B. Hayes

Q William Henry Harrison

(D)
(R)

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

D William Henry Harrig#

-

Write-in
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RULE A - Example 2b

In the following example, only the vote for Roosevelt will count. The other marks are
made outside of the target area and do not fulfill the consistent pattern requirements of

rule B, so they are not valid.

Ballot Code 4
|_eg Dist: 32

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

- Teddy Roosevelt
D Rutherford B. Hayes

D William Henry Harrison

Write-in

ooon

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

John Quincy Adams
Dwight D. Eisenhower

Franklin D. Roosevelt

(D)
(R)

(L)

Write-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Martin Van Buren

1

B

achary Taylor

Ulysses S. Grant

00

(D)
(R)
(L)

Write-in

gooao

Water District 12
Commissioner

James Monroe
William McKinley

James Buchanan

(D)

(L)

Write-in
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RULE A - Example 2c

In the following example, only the vote for Roosevelt will count. The other marks are
made outside of the target area and do not fulfill the consistent pattern requirements of

rule B, so they are not valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: 4memng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

™ |Teddy Roosevelt (D) ¢memna | John Quincy Adams (D) = =af ™
: Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =a| Dwight D. Eisenhower @ :
: William Henry Harrison (L) e= =a| Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) = =a :
: Write-in - - Write-in - - :
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
: Martin Van Buren (D) e= =a| James Monroe / (D) = =a :
: Zachary Taylor (R) e= =a| William McKinley (R) o= =a :
- (L) = =a| James Buchanan (L) = mwg| =
== | Write-in = Write-in -
8 July 2007



RULE A - Example 3a

In this example, the marks made on this ballot get smaller with each race, an implication
of ‘voter fatigue.” All of the marks are in the target area and are valid votes.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ip
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

©Teddy Roosevelt (D) OJohn Quincy Adams (D) :
O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) | ™
@William Henry Harrison (L) @ Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) |
Write-in Write-in -
Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
Commissioner Commissioner -

O Teddy Roosevelt (D) O Teddy Roosevelt D) | =
O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) | e
@ William Henry Harrison (L) @ William Henry Harrison L | =
Write-in Write-in -
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RULE A - Example 3b

In this example, the marks made on this ballot get smaller with each race, an implication
of ‘voter fatigue.” All of the marks are in the target area and are valid votes.

Ballot Code 4
|_eg Dist: 32

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

- Teddy Roosevelt (D) John Quincy Adams (D)
D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
D William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)
D Write-in D Write-in
Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
z Martin Van Buren (D) E James Monroe (D)
D Zachary Taylor (R) D William McKinley (R)
D Ulysses S. Grant (L) D James Buchanan (L)

-

Wirite-in

Write-in

July 2007



RULE A - Example 3c

In this example, the marks made on this ballot get smaller with each race, an implication
of ‘voter fatigue.” All of the marks are in the target area and are valid votes.

= PHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA -
== PBallot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222 -
== | eg Dist: 32 -
- INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: <smessng -
== |IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow. —-—
- State Representative State Representative -
- District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -
== |Teddy Roosevelt (D) e= =& John Quincy Adams (D) o= waf ™
== |Rutherford B. Hayes (R) «=—=a [ Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) ¢m—ea| o
*= | William Henry Harrison (L) = =a| Franklin D. Roosevelt L) o= wa| ™
- a ud ém nf| =m
- Write-in Write-in -
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
== |Martin Van Buren (D) = =4 James Monroe (D) m— nl| o
- Zachary Taylor (R) = =& William McKinley (R) = =a -
== (Ulysses S. Grant (L) e=— =g | James Buchanan (L) ¢m mg| =
Write-in Write-in
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RULE A, Exception 1 - Example la

In this example, the mark near William Henry Harrison’s name is a stray mark and shall
not be counted as a valid vote, even though it is in the target area of a candidate. Only the
votes for Roosevelt and Eisenhower are valid votes.

|_eg Dist: 32

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢ip
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

QTeddy Roosevelt

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

Q John Quincy Adams

(D)

gvmiam Henry Harrison

(L)

Wirite-in

Q Rutherford B. Hayes (R) O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
©William Henry Harrison (L) Q Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)
Write-in Write-in
Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
Q Teddy Roosevelt (D) Q Teddy Roosevelt (D)
D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) | D Rutherford B. Hayes (R)

Q William Henry Harrison

-

Write-in

III\I\IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

12
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RULE A, Exception 1 - Example 1b

In this example, the mark is a stray mark and shall not be counted as a valid vote, even
though it is in the target area of a candidate. Only the votes for Hayes and Adams are

valid votes.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt
- Rutherford B. Hayes
D William Henry Harrison

-

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

(D)
(R)

John Quincy Adams
Dwight D. Eisenhower,

goom

Write-in

Write-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

D Martin Van Buren

D Zachary Taylor
D Ulysses S. Grant

-

ater District 12
Commissioner

(D) James Monroe
William McKinley

James Buchanan

ooo

Write-in

(D)
(R)

(L)

Write-in

13
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RULE A, Exception 1 - Example Ic

In this example, the mark in the target area of James Buchanan is a stray mark and shall
not be counted as a valid vote. The vote shall be tabulated as a vote for Monroe for Water
District 12 Commisioner.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: ¢smesng

IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

(D)
(R)
(L)

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Write-in

4
-
= uq
= ud

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

John Quincy Adams (D)
Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)

Write-in

= ud
-
—
= ud

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Water District 12
Commissioner

IIIIIINIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Martin Van Buren (D) e= =& James Monroe (D) ¢———
Zachary Taylor (R) o= =& William McKinley (R) = =a
Ulysses S. Grant (L) ¢=——=g | James Buchanan (L) < /4
Write-in - - Write-in - -
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RULE A, Exception 1 - Example 2a-c

In the following examples, the voter has scratched out a candidate’s name and it extends
into the target area. These are stray marks and shall not be counted as valid votes.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt

C_DRutherford B. Hayes 1 Rutherford B. Hayes
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison

O Write-in D

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

P e ———

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) o= =a

= uq

Write-in
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RULE A, Exception 2 - Examples la-c

In the following examples, the marks in the target area of Rutherford B. Hayes are
hesitation marks, and shall not be counted as valid votes. The races are therefore not
overvoted and shall all be counted as valid votes for Roosevelt.

la. 1b.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

@ Teddy Roosevelt Teddy Roosevelt (D)
@ Rutherford B. Hayes E Rutherford B. Hayes (R)

C_ D william Henry Harrison D William Henry Harrison (L)

© Write-in D

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) «=—na
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) «= =a

William Henry Harrison (L) = =a

= uq

Write-in
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RULE A, Exception 3 - Example la

In this example, the marks that extend into the target areas are parts of written notes on

the ballot. None of the marks shall count as v

alid votes.

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Dra

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

the oval nex{ to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢

\ th@\%) error and f, in the correct oval.

State RepresenW
District 14, Posti
~
©Teddy Roosevelt J)ﬁ(';

O Rutherford B. Hayes (
©William Henry Harrison (L)

-

Write-in

DB

\)e Representative
Dlstrﬁzt 14, Postion #2

John Quincy Adams

O Dwight D. Eisenhower
O Franklin D. Roosevelt

(D)
(R)

Write-in

A

Englewood Fire Dist_r_lg.
Commissioner

Q Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

O William Henry Harrison L)

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

C)QIeddy Roosevelt
O utherford B. Hayes

ék)illiam Henry Harrison

-

(D)
(R)

Write-in

17
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RULE A, Exception 3 - Example 1b

In this example, the marks that extend into the target areas are parts of written notes on
the ballot. None of the marks shall count as valid votes.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative State Representative

District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2
ZNAQDosday/ A\ VD AT G bt Y 0
D Rutherford B. Hayes D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
D William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)
D Write-in Write-in

AV &hisdod A\ Y kvt Y

-] Martin Van Buren ] James Monroe (D)
] zachary Taylor R) | ] wiliam McKinley (R)
D Ulysses S. Grant (L) D James Buchanan (L)

- -

Write-in Write-in

18 July 2007



RULE A, Exception 3 - Example Ic

In this example, the marks that extend into the target areas are parts of written notes on
the ballot. None of the marks shall count as valid votes.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: 4messng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

(D) e= =a| John Quincy Ada

(R) e= =a| DwiyR§D.JsigenhSwer

William Henry Harrison (L) g Franklin D. Roosevelt

C --Wnte_m_pL-
e

State Representative
District 14,,Postign

(D) ¢

L) <

y Taylor

Ulysses S. G:yJ

Englewood Fire DIS

i
Commisgjo er A\D*,Commissioner
= wq ) Jdmes Monroe (D) <=

=g | William McKinley
(L) o= was| Jam cﬁanan

J/

_,eﬂjv y
Wate*&trlc

ict 12

(R) «m
L) ¢

-

J

'Zéu

19

/L. .
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RULE B - Consistent Pattern

Marks made outside of the target area shall only be counted as
valid votes if a consistent pattern of marks is used throughout the
whole ballot. This means all races and issues for which the voter
has indicated a choice must have the same mark.

If some marks are in the target area and some are not, but the
same fype of mark is used throughout the whole ballot, they shall
all be counted as valid votes.

20 July 2007



RULE B - Example la

In this example, all marks are made outside of the target area in a consistent pattern. All
votes in this example shall be counted as valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ip
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

\/O Teddy Roosevelt

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

(D) | D John Quincy Adams D) | o
O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) | ™
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) ‘/O Franklin D. Roosevelt L) |
Write-in Write-in -
Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
Commissioner Commissioner -
b Teddy Roosevelt (D) O Teddy Roosevelt D) | ™
O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) \/© Rutherford B. Hayes (R) | e
O William Henry Harrison (L) O William Henry Harrison L | ™=
Write-in O Write-in -
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RULE B - Example 1b

In this example, all marks are made outside of the target area in a consistent pattern. All
votes in this example shall be counted as valid.

Ballot Code 4
|_eg Dist: 32

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

John Quincy Adams

(D)

D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
D William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt @
D Write-in D Write-in
Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
-] Martin Van Buren (D) James Monroe (D)
] zachary Taylor ® William McKinley (R)

D Ulysses S. Grant

-

(L)

Write-in

gooao

James Buchanan

Write-in
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RULE B - Example Ic

In this example, all marks are made outside of the target area in a consistent pattern. All
votes in this example shall be counted as valid.

N\

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA -
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222 -
| eg Dist: 32 —
INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: 4smessng -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow. —-—
State Representative State Representative -
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -
Teddy Roosevelt (D) = =a C!ohn Quincy Adams ) (D) ¢m =g ™
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =& Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) &= waf
William Henry‘ﬁ'a7rison (L)>¢- =g | Franklin D. Roosevelt L) o= wa| ™
N ]
= uq = nf| ==
Write-in Write-in -
Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
Commissioner Commissioner -
Martin Van Buren (D) e= =4 James Monroe (D) o= = o
L~ . -
Zachary Taylor @d— g @_ilam McKinley 3 (R) o= =a -
Ulysses S. Grant (L) e= =g | James Buchanan (L) ¢ mg| wm
= uq - .
Write-in Write-in
23 July 2007



RULE B - Example 2a

In this example, the voter has made the same mark throughout the ballot, some of which
are outside of the target area. Because all of the marks are the same for every race, all

votes on this ballot shall be counted as valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt

X) Rutherford B. Hayes

OWiIIiam Henry Harrison

-

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

Q John Quincy Adams
Q Dwight D. Eisenhower

@ Franklin D. Roosevelt

(D)
(R)

(L)

Write-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Q Martin Van Buren
Q Zachary Taylor

)°<© Ulysses S. Grant

-

(D)
(R)
(L)

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

O James Monroe

D William McKinley

@ James Buchanan

(D)
(R)

Write-in

24
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RULE B - Example 2b

In this example, the voter has made the same mark throughout the ballot, some of which
are outside of the target area. Because all of the marks are the same for every race, all
votes on this ballot shall be counted as valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

J D Teddy Roosevelt

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

D Ulysses S. Grant

-

(D) D John Quincy Adams (D)

D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)

D William Henry Harrison (L) Vb Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)

Write-in D Write-in

Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner

-] Martin Van Buren D) | ] James Monroe (D)

\ﬂ Zachary Taylor (R) m William McKinley (R)

(L) D James Buchanan

-

Write-in

(L)

Write-in

25
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RULE B - Example 2c

In this example, the voter has made the same mark throughout the ballot, some of which
are outside of the target area. Because all of the marks are the same for every race, all
votes on this ballot shall be counted as valid.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: <smessng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt

Wirite-in

=

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

)bhn Quincy Adams @

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =& Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) o= =a
William Henry Harrison (L) e= =a| Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) = =a
= uq = uq

Write-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Water District 12
Commissioner

Martin Van Buren (D) = =a| James Monroe (D) «= =
Zachary Taylor (R) = =& William McKinley @-
Ulrysses S. Grant (L) e= =a| James Buchanan (L) = =a
Write-in - - Write-in - -
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RULE B - Example 3a

In this example, there are marks made outside of the target area, but not in a consistent
pattern throughout the whole ballot. Only the vote for Zachary Taylor counts as a valid

Votei because it is marked correctlz.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative State Representative

District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2
©Teddy Roosevelt (D ©John Quincy Adams (D)
©Rutherford B. Hayes (R) O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)

©William Henry Harrison (L) J@ Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)

- -

Write-in Write-in

Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
O Martin Van Buren (D) © James Monroe (D)
@B Zachary Taylor R) | C O william McKinley (R)
O Ulysses S. Grant (L) © James Buchanan (L)

-

Write-in Wirite-in
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RULE B - Example 3b

In this example, there are marks made outside of the target area, but not in a consistent
pattern throughout the whole ballot. Only the vote for Zachary Taylor counts as a valid

vote, because it 1s marked in the target area.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS:-
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

( D Jeddy Roosevelt

D Rutherford B. Hayes

-

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D William Henry Harrison

(D)
(R)

(L)

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

D John Quincy Adams

Dwight D. Eisenhower
23 Franiin D. Roosevelt

(D)
(R)

Write-in

Commissioner

Martln Van Buren

ﬂ Zachary Taylor

D Ulysses S. Grant

-

Englewood Fire District

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

] James Monroe
1 wiliam McKinley

( D )ames Buchanan

-

Write-in

28
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RULE B - Example 3c

In this example, there are marks made outside of the target area, but not in a consistent
pattern throughout the whole ballot. Only the vote for Zachary Taylor counts as a valid

vote, because it 1s marked in the target area.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: 4messng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

- \Jeédy Roosevelt (D) e= =a| John Quincy Adams (D) = =af ™
: Rutherford B. Hayes (R) e= =a| Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) = =a :
: William Henry Harrison (L) o= = ‘;/ranklin D. Roosevelt (L) = =a :
: Write-in - - Write-in - - :
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
: Martin Van Buren (D) e= =a| James Monroe \/(D) - uq :
: Zachary Taylor (R) «=mmmme | Villiam McKinley (R) o= =a :
== [Ulysses S. Grant (L) e= =a| James Buchanan (L) ¢m mg| w=m
== | Write-in - Write-in " -
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RULE C - Corrected Votes

If more than one target area is marked, it is not an overvote if

the voter has followed the instructions for correcting a vote and
marked another choice.
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RULE C - Example 1

In the following examples, the voter has followed the instructions for correcting a vote.
In each example, the vote for William Henry Harrison is the valid vote.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

@ Teddy Roosevelt

O Rutherford B. Hayes
@William Henry Harrison

Wirite-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Write-in

31

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt

H Rutherford B. Hayes

WlIIlam Henry Harrison

Write-in
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RULE D - Not a Correction

If the voter has both marked a choice correctly and also placed an
‘X’ in the same target area, but has not marked a second target
area as if attempting to correct the vote, it shall be counted as a
valid vote.
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RULE D - Examples 1a-c

The following examples are all valid votes for William Henry Harrison.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

-

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) = =a
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =g

William Henry Harrison (L) *

= uq

Write-in

33

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt
D Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

-

Write-in
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RULE E - Written Instructions

If the voter has attempted to correct a vote and provides written
instruction on his or her intent, it shall be counted as the voter
instructed. Written instruction includes words, circles, or arrows.
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RULE E - Examples la-c

In the following examples, the voter has attempted to correct a vote and provided
written instruction on how it should be counted. In the following examples, the vote for
Rutherford B. Hayes is the valid vote.

State Representative State Representative

District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Bl=coscdy O O
Rutherford B. HayeQS R)
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) Mliam HenW‘H,a’rriﬁ'D (L)
-

Write-in Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Write-in
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RULE E - Examples 1d-f

In the following examples, the voter has attempted to correct a vote and provided written
instruction on how it should be counted. In the following examples, the vote for Teddy
Roosevelt is the valid vote.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
O) Rutherford B. Hayes Rutherford B. Hayes
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison William Henry Harrison

- -

Wirite-in Wirite-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) ¢m———

Rutherford B\Hayes

William
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RULE F - Identifying Marks

Ballots that have a legible signature, address sticker, or address
stamp anywhere on the ballot, other than on the write-in line,

must be rejected. The presence of initials or illegible signatures
does not disqualify a ballot.
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RULE F - Example la

The following example contains a legible signature not on the write-in line. The entire

ballot must be rejected.

)

SHL 32-0832
Ballot Code 4
|_eg Dist: 32

Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

©Teddy Roosevelt (D) @John Quincy Adams (D)
Q Rutherford B. Hayes (R) ©Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
@William Henry Harrison (L) O Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)

Write-in Write-in

Englewood Fire District Water District 12

Commissioner Commissioner

@ Martin Van Buren (D) Q James Monroe (D)
Q Zachary Taylor (R) @ William McKinley (R)
Q Ulysses S. Grant (L) @ James Buchanan (L)

Write-in Write-in

39
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RULE F - Example 1b

The following example contains a legible signature not on the write-in line. The entire
ballot must be rejected.

= PBHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA -
= Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222 -
== | eg Dist: 32 —
- INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: - -
== |IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square. _—
- State Representative State Representative -
- District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -
: Teddy Roosevelt (D) D John Quincy Adams D) |
- D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)y [ ™
- D William Henry Harrison (L) N Franklin D. Roosevelt L) | um
- D Write-in D Write-in -
D o ity Y e ot |
- 4 I G ) -
nglewood Fire District Water District 12
- Commissioner Commissioner -
= | ] Martin Van Buren (D) James Monroe (D) | ™
- Zachary Taylor (R) D William McKinley (R) | wem
- D Ulysses S. Grant (L) D James Buchanan (SN
- D Write-in D Write-in -
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RULE F - Example Ic

The following example contains a legible signature not on the write-in line. The entire
ballot must be rejected.

= BHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA -
= PBallot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222 -
== | eg Dist: 32 —
- INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: <4——=g -
== |IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow. —
- State Representative State Representative -
- District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -
™ |Teddy Roosevelt (D) e= =& John Quincy Adams (D) ¢m—na| ™™
== |Rutherford B. Hayes (R) ¢=—=q ( Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) ¢m wl| om
= |William Henry Harrison (L) e= =a| Franklin D. Roosevelt L) om wa|
- Write-in Write-in -
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
== [Martin Van Buren (D) =g | James Monroe (D) = = um
: Zachary Taylor (R) = =& William McKinley (R) o= =a :
== (Ulysses S. Grant (L) = =a| James Buchanan (L) |
- - - - -
Write-in Write-in
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RULE F - Example 2a

In this example, the voter has placed an address sticker or stamp on the ballot. The entire
ballot must be rejected.

SHL 32-0832 Offici - ohn Smith WA
Ballot Code 4 Geney | 23 Happy St. NE 2222
| eg Dist: 32 Happy Town, USA

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative State Representative -

District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2 -

D Teddy Roosevelt (D) John Quincy Adams D) |

D Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) [ ™

-William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) | wm

D Write-in Write-in -

Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -

Commissioner Commissioner -

-] Martin Van Buren O) | ] James Monroe (D) | ==

- Zachary Taylor (R) D William McKinley (R) | wm

D Ulysses S. Grant (L) - James Buchanan L | =

D Write-in D Write-in -
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RULE F - Example 3a
The following example contains an illegible signature. This will NOT disqualify the

ballot.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ip
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

‘Teddy Roosevelt (D) O John Quincy Adams (D)
O Rutherford B. Hayes (R) Q Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) Q Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)
Write-in Q Write-in
Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner
O Martin Van Buren (D) O James Monroe (D)
@B zachary Taylor R) | <G8 William McKinley (R)

O Ulysses S. Grant

-

Write-in

43

O James Buchanan

(L)

Wirite-in

111111
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RULE F - Example 4a

The following example has initials on its face. This will NOT disqualify the ballot.

SHL 32-0832
Ballot Code 4
|_eg Dist: 32

Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

keddy Roosevelt

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

(D) John Quincy Adams (D)

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) D Dwight D. Eisenhower (R)

D William Henry Harrison (L) D Franklin D. Roosevelt (L)

D Write-in Write-in

Englewood Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner

-] Martin Van Buren D) | [ James Monroe (D)

B zachary Taylor (R) William McKinley (R)

D Ulysses S. Grant

-

(L)

Write-in

D James Buchanan

-

Wirite-in

44
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RULE F - Example 4b
The following example has initials on its face. This will NOT disqualify the ballot.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32
INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: 4smemsng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.
State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #2

Teddy Roosevelt (D) ¢memmea [ John Quincy Adams (D) = =a
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) = =& Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) <mme
William Henry Harrison (L) e= =g | Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) = =a

= uq = uq
Write-in Write-in

C
Englewood Fire District Water District 12 /‘\P'
Commissioner Commissioner

Martin Van Buren (D) e= =4 James Monr
Zachary Taylor (R) ¢ [ William McKinley
Ulysses S. Grant (L) = =a| James Buc

= uq = uq
Write-in Write-in

7 a"mmﬁ&al ™y, mind and don wanrd o
vole fo/b woler didtid commissionen.

Sovan!

45
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RULE G - Overvotes

Races or issues that have more target areas marked than are
allowed are overvotes. No votes for that race or issue shall be
counted.

Exceptions to Rule G:
Exception 1. Write in votes for a candidate already on the ballot

For examples, see Rule I on page 50.
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RULE G - Examples 1a-c

The following examples have more target areas marked than is allowed. These shall all be
tallied as overvotes, and not valid votes for any candidate.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt ] Teddy Roosevelt
.Rutherford B. Hayes E Rutherford B. Hayes
‘William Henry Harrison E William Henry Harrison

- -

Write-in Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) «m—
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) <m———
William Henry Harrison (L) ¢m—

= uq

Write-in
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RULE H - No Bubble

If a name is written on a write-in line, it shall be counted as a

valid write-in vote regardless of whether the corresponding target
area is marked.
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RULE H - Examples 1a-c

All of the following examples are valid votes for Joe Thomas.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt (D) ] Teddy Roosevelt
C_DRutherford B. Hayes (R) ] Rutherford B. Hayes

OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) D William Henry Harrison
O Joe Thomas K Joe Thomas K

Write-in “Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) o= =a

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) o= =a
William Henry Harrison (L) = =a

Toe Thomas R/

Write-in 7
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RULE I - Already on the Ballot

If the name of a candidate who is already printed on the ballot
is written in, that vote shall not be tallied as an overvote, but
shall be counted as a valid vote for the printed candidate. This

applies even if both target areas are marked or no target areas are
marked.
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RULE I - Examples 1a-d

All of the following examples are valid votes for Rutherford B. Hayes.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
@ Rutherford B. Hayes
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison

D) Kut[wrfard fH-M;es

Wirite-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison (L)
Kut[wrfard Haves

Write-in

(D) = =t

(R) <tumne

= uq

= uq

51

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt
D Rutherford B. Hayes
D William Henry Harrison

Rutherford #ayes

Write-in 4

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt

O Rutherford B. Hayes

©William Henry Harrison
D) Kut[wrfard fH-M/eS

Write-in
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RULE J - Name Variations

If a write-in vote is cast for a declared write-in candidate using a

commonly recognizable nickname or spelling variation, it shall be
counted as a valid vote for that candidate.
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RULE J - Examples la-d

The following are valid votes for the declared write-in candidate Thomas Smith.

la.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

©William Henry Harrison
@& Tomas Smith

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Tom Smythe

Write-in 7

53

1b.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt
D Rutherford B. Hayes

D William Henry Harrison
B Tommy Smith

Write-in 7/

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

©William Henry Harrison
& Thom Smith

Write-in
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RULE K - Mystery Write-In

If the write-in target area is marked but no name is written on the
line, it shall not be counted as a valid vote, even though it may be
tallied as a write-in vote by the tabulation system.
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RULE K - Examples la-d

The following are not valid votes and shall count for no candidate.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

©William Henry Harrison

@

(D) ] Teddy Roosevelt
(R) -] Rutherford B. Hayes
(L) D William Henry Harrison

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Write-in

O Teddy Roosevelt
O Rutherford B. Hayes

OWiIIiam Henry Harrison

55
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RULE L -Mystery Write-In with a Candidate

If a candidate’s target area is marked, AND the write-in target
area is marked but no name is written on the line, it shall not be
tallied as an overvote, but shall be counted as a valid vote for the

Brinted candidate.
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RULE L - Examples 1a-d

The following are valid votes for William Henry Harrison.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt ] Teddy Roosevelt
C_DRutherford B. Hayes D Rutherford B. Hayes
@William Henry Harrison E William Henry Harrison

@ =

Write-in Write-in

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) 4= =a D Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) 4= = C__DRutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison (L) ¢m=ne @Nilliam Henry Harrison
—md

Write-in
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RULE M -Name Combinations

If a write-in vote is cast for a candidate with a combination of
names already on the ballot, it shall NOT be counted as a vote for
either printed candidate, but rather shall be counted as a valid
vote for the name as written.
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RULE M - Examples 1a,b
The following are valid votes for Teddy Hayes.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt ] Teddy Roosevelt

C_DRutherford B. Hayes D Rutherford B. Hayes
©William Henry Harrison D William Henry Harrison

@ Jedd 3 Jeddy Hayes (R)

RULE M - Examples Ic,d

The following are valid votes for Bill Roosevelt.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) D Teddy Roosevelt

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) C__DRutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison (L) < ©William Henry Harrison
Bill Roosevelt 425 Bill Roosevelt

Write-in Write-in
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RULE N - Write-In Overvotes

If a candidate’s target area is marked and something other than
that candidate’s name is written in the write-in response area,
it shall be counted as an overvote and not a valid vote for any

candidate. This applies whether or not the target area for the
write-in is marked.
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RULE N - Examples 1a-d

The following shall all be tallied as overvotes, and not a valid vote for any candidate.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

@Teddy Roosevelt (D) g Teddy Roosevelt
C_DRutherford B. Hayes (R) ] Rutherford B. Hayes
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) D William Henry Harrison

@ 5t ipuro =

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) ¢m—sa @& Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) 4= = C__DRutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison (L) o= =a ©William Henry Harrison

i 1?04 foww
Write-ih WV d
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RULE N - Examples 2a-d

The following shall all be tallied as overvotes, and not a valid vote for any candidate.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

& Teddy Roosevelt z Teddy Roosevelt
C_DRutherford B. Hayes D Rutherford B. Hayes
©William Henry Harrison D William Henry Harrison

@ [edly Toger D B 7oy Hages B

Write-in/ Write-in

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) ¢= = D Teddy Roosevelt

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) ¢=—ma @Rutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison (L) - g ©W|”|am Henry Harrison

Teddy, #. D —
Write-fh "’;}“’ O V%é%?‘_&lz% ?‘
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RULE N - Examples 3a-d

The following shall all be tallied as overvotes, and not a valid vote for any candidate.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

@ Teddy Roosevelt m Teddy Roosevelt
C_DRutherford B. Hayes D Rutherford B. Hayes

D William Henry Harrison 1 wiliam Henry Harrison (L)

rite-in

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) &= = (D Teddy Roosevelt (D)
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) 4e=ma @&>Rutherford B. Hayes (R)

William Henry Harrison L) o= =a D William Henry Harrison (L)
= I - - ——hone of the above

Write-in Write-in
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RULE O - Not eligible

A write-in vote for a race that does not appear on the ballot is for

a race on which the voter was not eligible to vote, and shall not be
counted.

Exceptions to Rule O:

Exception 1. Provisional ballots. If a provisional ballot has been cast and the voter has
written in an office or measure that is not on the ballot, that vote shall be counted if it

is determined, based on the voter’s registration, that he or she is eligible to vote for that
office or measure.
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RULE O - Example la

The voter has written in a vote for a race that did not appear on the ballot. This voter is
not eligible to vote in Marsh Fire District, and the vote for that race shall not be counted.
All other votes on this ballot are valid and shall be counted.

SHL 32-0832
Ballot Code 4
| eg Dist: 32

Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
General Election November 6, 2222

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

@ Teddy Roosevelt (D) Q John Quincy Adams (D) :
C__DRutherford B. Hayes (R) | O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) | =
OWiIIiam Henry Harrison (L) @Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) | wm
Write-in Q Write-in -
AMADRCLI EFIRDE -
TVIZMISOT 1T 1 TISE -
Fire District Water District 12
Commissioner Commissioner -
O Martin Van Buren (D) O James Monroe (D) | =
D zachary Taylor (R) | (O william McKinley R) |
O Ulysses S. Grant (L) O James Buchanan L | =
@ OA/M/ P&a/wo” O -
rite-in Write-in
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RULE O - Example 1b

The voter has written in a vote for a race that did not appear on the ballot. This voter is
not eligible to vote in Representative District 12, and the vote for that race shall not be
counted. All other votes on this ballot are valid and shall be counted.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
| eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the square next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: -
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct square.

e\ o=

D Teddy Roosevelt

-

State Representative
' ostion #1

D Rutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison

(D)
(R)

Write-in

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

D John Quincy Adams
'$2] Dwight D. Eisenhower
1 Frankiin D. Roosevelt

Write-in

-] Martin Van Buren
Zachary Taylor
D Ulysses S. Grant

-

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

(D)
(R)

Write-in

Water District 12
Commissioner

g James Monroe

] wiliam McKinley
D James Buchanan

-

Write-in
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RULE O - Example Ic

The voter has written in a vote for a race that did not appear on the ballot. This voter is
not eligible to vote for the Seattle Monorail, and the vote for that measure shall not be
counted. All other votes on this ballot are valid and shall be counted.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Connect the arrow with a line pointing to your choice, LIKE THIS: <{smessng
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and connect the correct arrow.

State Representative
District 14, Postion #1

(D)
(R)
(L)

Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison

Write-in

L |
= uq
= uq
= uq

State Representative
District 14, Postion #2

John Quincy Adams (D) o= =a

Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) me=mst

Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) = =a
= uq

Wirite-in

Englewood Fire District
Commissioner

Water District 12
Commissioner

Martin Van Buren (D) = =4 James Monroe (D) e= =a
Zachary Taylor (R) = =& William McKinley (R) = =a
Ulysses S. Grant (L) em===q | James Buchanan (L) ¢——
= uq = uq

Write-in Write-in

pn) P | 0 /] A A L]

b p / m.,n/m&([

/

pA
GEC=
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RULE P - Write-In Vote in the Wrong Place

A write-in vote for a race appearing elsewhere on the ballot shall
be counted as a valid vote, as long as all other requirements are

fulfilled and the office, position number and political party, if
applicable, are clearly indicated.
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RULE P - Example la

This voter has written in for a race that is already on the ballot, but in a different location.
This should count as a valid vote for Teddy Roosevelt for State Representative District

14i Position 1.

SHL 32-0832 Official Ballot - Sample County, WA
Ballot Code 4 General Election November 6, 2222
|_eg Dist: 32

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Fill in the oval next to your choice. VOTE LIKE THIS: ¢
IF YOU MAKE AN ERROR: Draw an ‘X’ through the error and fill in the correct oval.

State Representativ State Representative
. District 14, Postion #2

: (D) ©John Quincy Adams D) |
- ) | O Dwight D. Eisenhower (R) | ™=
- (L) O Franklin D. Roosevelt (L) | o
- Write-in / Write-in -
- Englewood Fire District Water District 12 -
- Commissioner Commissioner -
- @ Martin Van Buren (D) O James Monroe (D) | ™
- Q Zachary Taylor (R) O William McKinley (R) | e
- @ Ulysses S. Grant (L) O James Buchanan L | =
- Write-in Write-in -

et Rep Do | Y Pont
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RULE Q - Messy Marks

When otherwise valid votes marked for a candidate partially
extend into the response area of another candidate, it shall be

counted as a vote if most of the mark is in the proper area and
intent can easily be discerned.
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RULE Q - Examples la-d
The following are valid votes for William Henry Harrison, even though the marks
partially extend into another target area.

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

D Teddy Roosevelt ] Teddy Roosevelt
Rutherford B. Hayes D Rutherford B. Hayes

William Henry Harrison William Henry Harrison

-

Write-in Write-in

State Representative State Representative
District 14, Postion #1 District 14, Postion #1

Teddy Roosevelt (D) D Teddy Roosevelt

Rutherford B. Hayes (R) C__DRutherford B. Hayes
William Henry Harrison (L)

AWilliam Henry Harrison

Write-in Write-in
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RULE R - Pattern of Partisan Voting

Voter intent in any single contest shall not be determined based on
a pattern of partisan voting on the ballot.
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RULE S - Anything Else

Voter intent on any questionable marks not explicity falling within
the parameters of the rules in this manual must be determined by
county canvassing boards, operating under all applicable laws of
the state of Washington and the rules of their canvassing board
manual.
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Glossary

Consistent Pattern

A consistent pattern on voted ballots is when the same marks are used for every office or issue on the
ballot for which the voter has recorded a choice. A consistent pattern is required only when referring to
marks made outside the target area.

Declared Write-In Candidate

A candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot, but has filed a declaration of write-in candidacy
with the appropriate filing officer no later than the day before the election. It is not required that the
party affiliation be entered when the voter writes in the name of a declared write-in candidate.

Duplicating Ballots

The process of creating a true copy of the valid votes from a ballot that cannot be properly read by the
tabulation system by transferring the valid marks onto a new ballot or ballot image. When duplication is
done digitally on ballot images it is referred to as ‘resolving’ ballots.

Target Area
The oval, square, or arrow corresponding to a candidate, write-in line, or choice on the ballot where the
voter is instructed to mark his or her vote. This is the area on the ballot that the tabulation system reads.

Response Area
The area on the ballot corresponding to a candidate, write-in line, or choice, and includes the target area
as well as the printed name or response and party label, if applicable.

Overvote
The situation in which more candidates or responses are voted for than is allowed.

Undeclared Write-In Candidate

An undeclared write-in candidate has not filed a declaration of write-in candidacy prior to the day of the
election. Write-in votes cast for an undeclared write-in candidate must clearly indicate the office and
position sought and, if applicable, the political party affiliation.

Undervote
A ballot or race on a ballot with no valid votes marked.

Valid Vote
A vote which should be counted.

Write-In Vote
A vote for a particular office handwritten on the ballot by the voter.
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CASE LAW

Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98, 121 S. Ct. 525, 148 L. Ed. 2d 388 (2000).

FEDERAL LAW
a) Requirements.

(6) Uniform definition of what constitutes a vote. Each state shall adopt uniform and
nondiscriminatory standards that define what constitutes a vote and what will be counted as a
vote for each category of voting system used in the state.

(d) Effective date. Each state and jurisdiction shall be required to comply with the
requirements of this section on and after January 1, 2006.

42 U.S.C. § 15481.

STATE LAW - REVISED CODE OF WASHINGTON (RCW)

RCW 29A.36.111 Uniformity, arrangement, contents required. Every ballot for a single
combination of issues, offices, and candidates shall be uniform within a precinct and shall identify
the type of primary or election, the county, and the date of the primary or election, and the ballot or
voting device shall contain instructions on the proper method of recording a vote, including write-in
votes. Each position, together with the names of the candidates for that office, shall be clearly separated
from other offices or positions in the same jurisdiction. The offices in each jurisdiction shall be clearly
separated from each other. No paper ballot or ballot card may be marked in any way that would permit
the identification of the person who voted that ballot.

RCW 29A.60.021 Write-in voting - Declaration of candidacy - Counting of vote.
(1) For any office at any election or primary, any voter may write in on the ballot the name of any
person for an office who has filed as a write-in candidate for the office in the manner provided by RCW
29A.24.311 and such vote shall be counted the same as if the name had been printed on the ballot and
marked by the voter. No write-in vote made for any person who has not filed a declaration of candidacy
pursuant to RCW 29A.24.311 is valid if that person filed for the same office, either as a regular
candidate or a write-in candidate, at the preceding primary. Any abbreviation used to designate office or
position will be accepted if the canvassing board can determine, to its satisfaction, the voter’s intent.
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(cont.)  (2) The number of write-in votes cast for each office must be recorded and reported with the
canvass for the election.

(3) A write-in vote for an individual candidate for an office whose name appears on the
ballot for that same office is a valid vote for that candidate as long as the candidate’s name is clearly
discernible, even if other requirements of RCW 29A.24.311 are not satisfied and even if the voter also
marked a vote for that candidate such as to register an overvote. These votes need not be tabulated
unless: (a) The difference between the number of votes cast for the candidate apparently qualified to
appear on the general election ballot or elected and the candidate receiving the next highest number of
votes is less than the sum of the total number of write-in votes cast for the office plus the overvotes and
undervotes recorded by the vote tabulating system; or (b) a manual recount is conducted for that office.

(4) Write-in votes cast for an individual candidate for an office whose name does not appear
on the ballot need not be tallied unless the total number of write-in votes and undervotes recorded
by the vote tabulation system for the office is greater than the number of votes cast for the candidate
apparently qualified to appear on the general election ballot or elected.

(5) In the case of write-in votes for a statewide office or any office whose jurisdiction
encompasses more than one county, write-in votes for an individual candidate must be tallied when the
county auditor is notified by either the secretary of state or another county auditor in the multicounty
jurisdiction that it appears that the write-in votes must be tabulated under the terms of this section. In all
other cases, the county auditor determines when write-in votes must be tabulated. Any abstract of votes
must be modified to reflect the tabulation and certified by the canvassing board. Tabulation of write-in
votes may be performed simultaneously with a recount.

RCW 29A.60.040 Rejection of ballots or parts - Write-In votes. A ballot is invalid and no
votes on that ballot may be counted if it is found folded together with another ballot or it is marked so
as to identify the voter.

Those parts of a ballot are invalid and no votes may be counted for those issues or offices
where more votes are cast for the office or issue than are permitted by law; write-in votes do not contain
all of the information required under [RCW 29A.60.021]; or that issue or office is not marked with
sufficient definiteness to determine the voter’s choice or intention. No write-in vote may be rejected due
to a variation in the form of the name if the election board or the canvassing board can determine the
issue for or against which or the person and the office for which the voter intended to vote.

RCW 29A.60.100 Votes by stickers, printed labels, rejected. Votes cast by stickers or

printed labels are not valid for any purpose and shall be rejected. Votes cast by sticker or label shall not
affect the validity of other offices or issues on the voter’s ballot.
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STATE LAW - WASHINGTON ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (WAC

WAC 434-261-070 Manual inspection of ballots. (1) Upon receiving absentee ballots and upon
breaking the seals and opening the ballot containers from the precincts, all voting positions on voted
ballots shall be manually inspected on both sides of the ballot to determine whether the ballot is readable
by the vote tabulating system. This manual inspection is a required part of processing ballots.

(2) The inspection of ballots tabulated at the poll site is not required provided that the poll site
ballot programming provisions of RCW 29A.44.340 are in effect.

(3) If the manual inspection process detects any physically damaged ballots, unreadable ballots
which might not be correctly counted by the tabulating equipment, or marks that differ from those
specified in the voting instructions, the county auditor shall refer such ballots to the county canvassing
board to be counted according to the Statewide Standards on What is a Vote, as provided in WAC 434-
261-086. The county canvassing board shall make the final determination of voter intent for ballots not
addressed in the Statewide Standards on What is a Vote.

(4) The county canvassing board may delegate duplication of the ballots consistent with RCW
29A.60.140.

WAC 434-261-075 Votes on something other than a ballot. If the voter returns voting
responses by mail on any form other than the ballot sent, the votes thereon shall be acceptable and tallied
provided that:

(1) Only votes for offices or measures for which the voter is eligible are counted.

(2) The candidate or measure response position for which the voter is voting can be clearly
identified.

(3) The ballot issued is not returned, or if returned, contains no marks indicating an attempt to
vote it.

(4) A valid signature on an absentee oath is received with the voting responses.

The votes accepted must then be duplicated to a ballot that can be read by the electronic voting
equipment.

WAC 434-261-086 Statewide Standards on What is a Vote. (1) Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 15481
(a) (6) and Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98 (2000), the following standards determine whether irregular marks
on a ballot constitute a valid vote that may be counted...[Rule A through S in text of this publication.]

...(2) The secretary of state shall publish an illustrated version of these standards on each optical
scan and digital scan voting system used in the state. The secretary of state shall distribute the illustrated
version to each county canvassing board and post it on the website.

(3) The secretary of state shall periodically review and update the manual as necessary, and seek
input from the county canvassing boards and other interested parties to ensure that the standards remain
current and comprehensive.
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WAC 434-262-031 Rejection of ballots or parts of ballots. Ballots or parts of ballots shall be
rejected by the canvassing board in the following instances:

(1) Where two ballots are found folded together, or where a voter has voted more than one ballot;

(2) Where two voted ballots are contained within a returned mail ballot envelope containing only
one valid signature under the affidavit, unless both ballots are voted identically, in which case one ballot
will be counted. If there are two valid signatures under the affidavit, both ballots must be counted;

(3) Where a ballot or parts of a ballot are marked in such a way that it is not possible to determine
the voter’s intent;

(4) Where the voter has voted for candidates or issues for whom he or she is not entitled to vote;

(5) Where the voter has voted for more candidates for an office than are permissible;

(6) Where the voter has incorrectly attempted to correct a vote on the ballot contrary to the
instructions provided pursuant to WAC 434-250-040 unless the voter provides written instructions
directing how the vote should be counted;

(7) In the case of a partisan primary:

(a) For physically separate ballots:

(1) A log must be kept of all voted ballots rejected and included as part of the county canvassing
board minutes.

(i1) When a voted nonpartisan ballot and a voted party ballot are both returned, and the
nonpartisan section of the party ballot was not voted, the votes from both ballots must be duplicated onto
a blank ballot of the same party the voter originally voted for.

(ii1) When a party ballot and nonpartisan ballot both have been returned with the nonpartisan
offices and ballot measures voted on both ballots, the nonpartisan votes that are the same on each ballot
and the party votes shall be duplicated and counted.

(iv) Write-in votes for a partisan candidate on a nonpartisan ballot must not be counted in the
final write-in tally.

(v) Write-in votes for a partisan candidate who has not filed a write-in declaration of candidacy,
thereby affiliating with a major party, must not be counted in the final write-in tally.

(vi) If physically separate ballots are used and a voter returns more than one voted partisan ballot,
no votes cast for candidates for partisan office shall be counted. If votes are cast for nonpartisan offices
and/or ballot measures on only one of the partisan ballots, the nonpartisan votes must be counted. If
votes are cast for nonpartisan offices and/or ballot measures on more than one party ballot, only those
votes which are the same on each ballot shall be duplicated onto a nonpartisan ballot and counted.

(vii) If more than one ballot is returned but only one ballot is voted, the voted ballot must be
counted.
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(cont.)  (b) For consolidated ballots:

(1) When voting a consolidated ballot, if the voter does not mark the party checkbox, votes
cast for candidates for partisan office must not be counted but votes cast on the nonpartisan portion of
the ballot shall be counted.

(i1) Write-in votes for a partisan candidate in a partisan office on the nonpartisan section of the
ballot must not be counted in the final write-in tally.

(ii1) Write-in votes for a partisan candidate who has not filed a write-in declaration of
candidacy shall not be counted in the final write-in tally.

(iv) If the voter marks one party checkbox, only those votes for candidates of that party shall
count. Votes cast for candidates of other political parties must not be counted and do not cause over-
votes.

Additionally, the canvassing board shall reject any ballot cast by a voter not qualified to vote,
and shall reject absentee ballots where such rejection is required by law or administrative rule. The
disposition of provisional ballots is governed by WAC 434-253-047.

WAC 434-262-160 Write-In Voting - Voter Intent. In all cases of write-in votes the canvassing
board shall exercise all reasonable efforts to determine the voter’s intent. Write-in votes are to be
counted where abbreviations are used for office, position, or political party. Write-in votes are not to
be counted for any person who filed for the same office as either a regular or write-in candidate at the
preceding primary. If a write-in declaration of candidacy has been filed, the voter need only write in that
candidate’s name in order for the vote to be counted. If no declaration of write-in candidacy has been
filed, the voter must write in the name of the candidate, the political party, if applicable, and if the office
and/or position number cannot be determined by the location of the write-in on the ballot, the office and
position number, in order for the write-in vote to be counted.
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