Introduction to the 2013 Voters’ Pamphlet

Welcome! This pamphlet contains information about two initiatives to the Legislature and five tax advisory votes appearing on your ballot. You will also find several pages designed to assist you with voting and the election process.
This election largely features local races and measures. Voters will determine the outcome of local measures and elect officials to serve on city councils, school boards, fire and port commissions. These are elections that have a significant impact on our local communities and ultimately shape our state.
The cover of this pamphlet highlights our latest exhibit at the State Capitol celebrating Washington innovators who dared to dream big. Grand Coulee to Grunge: eight stories that changed the world, recounts feats in agriculture, business, science, and technology that put the Evergreen State on the world stage. 
As Washington expanded in the 1900s, so did our impact on the world. From cities that were built with Northwest timber to the development of a weapon that would end a world war, our state helped shape the 20th century.
Today, people around the world celebrate Washington lives and legacies. From a Starbucks store in Malaysia to a 747 airplane in Antarctica, Washington is everywhere. The fruits of our labor appear on dinner tables across the world and the music of Hendrix and Nirvana is heard on radio stations from Sydney to Stockholm.
Washington’s story continues, and as a voter you can determine what happens next by participating in the November 5 General Election. Your vote will help choose the leaders in your community and may shape the next eight stories that will change the world.

Sincerely,
Kim Wyman
Secretary of State
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Who donates to campaigns?
View financial contributors for 
candidates and measures:
Public Disclosure Commission
www.pdc.wa.gov 
Toll Free (877) 601-2828


VOTING  IN  WASHINGTON  STATE
Qualifications
You must be at least 18 years old, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Washington State, and not under Department of Corrections supervision for a Washington State felony conviction.

Register to vote & update your address
The voter registration and address update deadline has passed. Submit your registration or address update to www.vote.wa.gov so you can vote in 2014.
New voters may register in person until October 28 at your county elections department.
Military voters are exempt from voter registration deadlines.
CAST  YOUR  BALLOT
Your ballot will be mailed to the address you provide in your voter registration.
Vote your ballot and sign your return envelope...
... then return it by mail or to an official ballot drop box by 
8 p.m. on November 5.
Where is my ballot?
Your ballot will arrive by October 22.
If your ballot is lost or damaged, contact your county elections department listed 
at the end of this pamphlet.
VIEW 
ELECTION RESULTS 
WWW.VOTE.WA.GOV
or get the mobile app  


Accessible pamphlets
Audio and plain text voters’ pamphlets available at www.vote.wa.gov/accessible.

Subscribe to receive a copy on CD 
or USB drive at (800) 448-4881.


Language assistance


THE  BALLOT  MEASURE  PROCESS
The Initiative
Any voter may propose an initiative to create a new state law or change an existing law.
Initiatives to the People 
are proposed laws submitted directly to voters.
Initiatives to the Legislature 
are proposed laws submitted to the Legislature.
The Referendum
Any voter may demand that a law proposed by the Legislature be referred to voters before taking effect.
Referendum Bills 
are proposed laws the Legislature referred to voters.
Referendum Measures 
are laws recently passed by the Legislature that voters demand be referred to the ballot.
LAWS  BY  THE  PEOPLE
Before an Initiative to the People or an Initiative to the Legislature can appear on the ballot, the sponsor must collect... 
VOTERS' 
SIGNATURES
8% of all votes in the last Governor’s race
Before a Referendum Measure can appear on the ballot, the sponsor must collect...
VOTERS' 
SIGNATURES
4% of all votes in the last Governor’s race
Initiatives & Referenda 
BECOME LAW 
with a simple 
MAJORITY  VOTE
WHEN  CAN  I  SIGN?
Voters can sign an Initiative to the People petition from January to July.
Voters can sign an Initiative to the Legislature petition from March to December.
Voters can sign a Referendum Measure petition until 90 days after legislative session ends.


ADVISORY  VOTES
What’s an advisory vote?
Advisory votes are non-binding. The results will not change the law.
You are advising the Legislature to repeal or maintain a tax increase.
Repeal - you don’t favor the tax increase.
Maintain - you favor the tax increase.
For more information
Call the Legislative hotline at
(800) 562-6000.
View the complete text of the bill at
www.vote.wa.gov/completetext.
View additional cost information at
www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot.
Where are Advisory Votes 1 and 2?
Advisory Votes 1 and 2 were on the ballot last year. Advisory votes are numbered consecutively. This year, your ballot starts with Advisory Vote 3.
Advisory votes are the result of Initiative 960, approved by voters in 2007.



Initiative 960, approved by voters in 2007, requires a list of every Legislator, their party preference, hometown, contact information, and how they voted on each bill resulting in an Advisory Vote.


Political parties
Washington State Democrats
PO Box 4027
Seattle, WA 98194
(206) 583-0664
info@wa-democrats.org
www.wa-democrats.org
Washington State Republican Party
11811 NE 1st St, Ste A306
Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 460-0570
wagop@wsrp.org
www.wsrp.org

Election results mobile app
Free! Available for iPhone and Android.

Search for “WA State Election Results” in the 
app store on iTunes or Google Play.
Results are announced after 8 p.m. on Election Day and are updated frequently.
Results are not final or official until certified.


Judicial Qualifications 
& Responsibilities
State judicial offices in Washington are nonpartisan, meaning they do not identify a political party preference. Judicial candidates must be registered voters of the state and in good standing to practice law in Washington. Judicial candidates are prohibited from making misleading or untruthful comments, or statements that appear to commit them on legal issues likely to come before them in court.
All elected state officials must be registered voters in the state of Washington. Some offices may have additional requirements. State officials are typically elected in even years. The offices open for election this year are due to vacancies.
Court of Appeals Judge
Courts of Appeals Judges serve six-year terms. A total of 22 judges serve three divisions headquartered in Seattle, Tacoma and Spokane. Each division is further split into three districts. Courts of Appeals Judges hear most appeals that come up from the superior courts.
Candidate statements are printed exactly as submitted. The Office of the Secretary of State does not make corrections of any kind or verify statements for truth or fact.


Address confidentiality for crime victims
Keep your voting address confidential
The Address Confidentiality Program 
can register participants to vote without creating a public record.
To enroll, you must:
be a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking or stalking, or be employed in criminal justice and a target of felony harassment on the job
have recently moved to a new location that is unknown to the offender and undocumented in public records
meet with a victim advocate who can assist with threat assessment, safety planning, and the program application
Call (800) 822-1065 or visit www.sos.wa.gov/acp.


How do I read measure text?
Any language in double parentheses with a line through it is existing state law and will be taken out of the law if this measure is approved by voters.
((sample of text to be deleted))
Any underlined language does not appear in current state law but will be added to the law if this measure is approved by voters.
sample of text to be added



register to vote
find a ballot a drop box
print your ballot


I am a change maker" by Amy Shell
2013 Kids' Art Contest winner (Bennett Elementary, Bellevue)


Your county can help you...
get a replacement ballot
use an accessible voting unit
register to vote
update your address

