State Senator, District 6
4-year term

Michael Baumgartner

(Prefers Republican Party)

Elected Experience: State Senator, 2010-14

Other Professional Experience: Mike is an economic consultant and former diplomat who has advised international and Spokane area firms. In 2007 Mike served as an Economics Officer at the US Embassy in Baghdad, earning commendations from General Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker. In 2009 he worked on a counternarcotics team in Afghanistan, helping farmers grow wheat.

Education: Gonzaga Prep, Pullman High; WSU – BA, Economics (1999); Harvard – MPA/ID (2002)

Community Service: Mike is a member of Operation Spokane Heroes, Greater Spokane Incorporated, and Knights of Columbus. He served as a Jesuit volunteer in Africa in 1999.

Statement: When I campaigned for office four years ago, I promised to not let party politics get in the way of practical solutions - to protect taxpayers and grow our economy - and that’s just what I’ve done.

I authored a landmark law streamlining government bureaucracy that even Governor Gregoire called the “most significant transformation of state government in 20 years”, saving taxpayers nearly $50 million.

I helped form a bipartisan coalition to pass a balanced budget that sends more money to schools without tax increases. Under my higher education plan we stopped tuition increases for the first time in nearly 30 years, and I worked with both Democrats and Republicans to build a new medical school in our community.

My career in economic development has taken me to more than 70 countries, but there’s no place more beautiful or people as warm-hearted as those in the Inland Northwest. Four years ago, I married my wife Eleanor and today we have three wonderful children. More than ever, I want to keep working to ensure that Eastern Washington is a great place to raise a family, get an education and build a career. I’d be honored to have your vote!

Contact: (509) 847-9568; Michael@VoteBaumgartner.com; www.votebaumgartner.com 
Rich Cowan

(Prefers Democratic Party)

Elected Experience:  This would be my first elected office.

Other Professional Experience: A proven job creator. North by Northwest Productions Co-Founder and CEO; building a new and sustainable film industry for over 24 years; creating hundreds of local family wage jobs; drawing millions of dollars into our economy. KHQ-TV Community Affairs Director. Firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician.

Education: Washington State University, BA, MS

Community Service: Business Trustee Leadership Award, Leadership Spokane; Vocational Advisory Council Community Colleges of Spokane; Board Member, Planned Parenthood of Greater Washington and North Idaho; Eagle Scout and Executive Board Member Inland Northwest Council Boy Scouts of America, various media projects for nonprofits.

Statement: I love creating jobs! This year we are employing over 1,200 local people producing a network television series about zombies. Who would have thought zombies would help stimulate our economy? Moreover, who would have thought Spokane would emerge from railroad yards to the modern economic epicenter of the Inland Northwest?

From Expo ’74 to the Riverpoint Nursing and Pharmacy programs, our best leaders have prioritized progress over politics. But stalemate in our senate has hindered job-creation, education, and transportation. Our schools are underfunded. I’m for closing tax loopholes, not raising taxes. In the last six years college tuition has doubled. We need to decrease class sizes and increase graduation rates.

The North-South Corridor should be concrete, not conversation. Improvements to SR 904 (Cheney), Medical Lake and Geiger interchanges are critical. These will create jobs, increase safety and support a sustainable future economy. Our senate has stalled for the last four years and needs to be kicked into gear.

I support equal pay for women to ensure my daughter is paid the same as my son for the same work. I believe in the freedom of choice and government that supports free enterprise. Thank you for your consideration.

Contact: (509) 496-9460; Rich@RichCowan.org; www.RichCowan.org 
