State Senator, District 36
4-year term

Jeanne Kohl-Welles
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Elected Experience: 36th LD State Senator, 1994-present; State Representative 1992-1994. Ranking Member (former Chair), Higher Ed Committee. Former Chair, Labor & Commerce Committee

Other Professional Experience: UW Adjunct faculty; U.S. Department of Education Desegregation Specialist; UC Irvine Assistant Dean; public school teacher; author; researcher; expert witness; Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education

Education: PhD, MA, UCLA; MA, BA, CSUN; Harvard Kennedy School certificate.
Community Service: Humanities Washington Speakers Bureau (on human trafficking); board member (current, former) Queen Anne Helpline, Bayview Manor, YouthCare, Committee for Children, state Arts Commission, UW Women’s Center Anti-Trafficking Task Force, UW Harry Bridges Labor Center, Maritime Joint Task Force

Statement: I would like to continue as your partner in Olympia. I work collaboratively to achieve common-sense solutions on tough issues. My goals reflect social justice and economic opportunity. I advocate for income equality and tax fairness; affordable housing, mental health services and homelessness programs; early learning, K-12, and higher education; environmental sustainability; and transit/transportation revenue.

Among my 2015 priorities are establishing a dedicated funding source for higher education and reversing escalating tuition costs to ensure all qualified students can afford college and complete their degrees; fighting labor and sex trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation of minors (fourteen of my anti-trafficking bills have become law); ensuring safe and affordable access to medical marijuana for qualifying patients.

Some awards I’ve received include MDC Life Achievement Award, Committee for Children Visionary Leadership Award, Progressive Democrats of America’s Most Progressive state Senator, UW Women’s Center Women of Courage Honoree, Seattle Against Slavery’s Lincoln Freedom Award, Washington Low-Income Housing Alliance’s Housing Hero.

I maintain a district office, hold town meetings, and am involved in our communities. My endorsements include Democratic, education, labor, women’s, children’s, environmental, public safety, and community advocacy organizations. It would be an honor to continue representing you.

Contact: (206) 285-1869; info@jeannekohlwelles.com; www.jeannekohlwelles.com 
Sarina Forbes
(Prefers Republican Party)

Elected Experience:  Three term PCO, LD 36

Other Professional Experience: Nurse Manager for Mother/Baby, and Women’s Health; Director of Home Health Clinical Services; Case Manager, Senior Services Program; Travel Nurse; Home Health and Hospice Referral Intake Nurse; Member, Service Employees International Union; USAF Captain.

Education: BS Pepperdine University; BS Nursing, University of Southern California; Master of Architectural History, University of Virginia; Doctoral course work, Bard Graduate Center, Manhattan.
Community Service: Habitat for Humanity; Childbirth Educator; Gulf Coast Women’s Center For Nonviolence; New Horizons Ministries; Kid’s Ministry Grace Church Seattle; Seattle Community Police Academy graduate; Artists Selection Panel, Bell Street Park project; Honor Flights Network.

Statement: I care for and about people. I’ll be an independent voice for you.

Our State Legislature is broken by division and cronyism. Our liberties are being legislated out of existence while the middle class is taxed into poverty. Entrenched incumbents have burdened us with a stagnant economy, too few jobs, and inadequate schools.

Let’s fix this mess. As a disabled veteran, I passionately stand for liberty, opportunity and respect for everyone, not the favored few. Responsible government needs honest leaders who can empower people to succeed. No one wants to see friends and family unemployed and on the ultimate minimum wage of $0 per hour. Let’s preserve small businesses so we don’t destroy some jobs while paying others arbitrarily more. And no student’s potential should be limited by Common Core or a lack of school choice. I want all our children to see a better future than today.

I ask you for your vote. We need government to work for the people, not control the people. When government intrudes on every facet of our lives, our peace and prosperity are threatened. Without freedom of choice there is no democracy. Vote Sarina Forbes for State Senator. Caring. Independent. For you.

Contact: (206) 708-7864; sarina@sarinaforsenate.com; sarinaforsenate.com
