State Senator, District 48

4-year term

Cyrus Habib
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Elected Experience: Representative Habib serves in the State House of Representatives, where he was elected Vice Chair of the Committee on Technology and Economic Development.

Other Professional Experience: Representative Habib is an attorney with Perkins Coie, and a law professor at Seattle University.

Education: Representative Habib lost his eyesight to childhood cancer, but, thanks to Bellevue public schools, went on to attend Columbia, Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar, and Yale Law School.
Community Service: Representative Habib is a board member of the Bellevue College Foundation, the Bellevue Downtown Association, and the 5th Avenue Theatre. He is also a former Bellevue Human Services Commissioner.

Statement: Serving you in the Legislature is a tremendous honor. I am proud to work with both Democrats and Republicans to solve difficult problems and expand opportunities for local families and businesses. I authored a landmark bill allowing entrepreneurs to use crowdfunding to grow their businesses. I brought accountability to SR-520 tolling, giving judges authority to reduce or waive late fees when the delay is the state’s fault. These and other legislative successes were possible because I prioritize good policy over scoring political points.

As your Senator, I will continue to emphasize K-12 education, affordable college tuition, small business tax relief, and transportation investments in transit, congestion relief, and on-budget completion of 520. I will fight for a sustainable environment, a woman’s right to make her own healthcare choices, and consumer protections that keep our families safe.

Endorsements: Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond Firefighters, Children’s Campaign Fund, Washington Education Association, Planned Parenthood Votes, Washington Conservation Voters, Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell, Governor Inslee, Congressman Adam Smith and Congresswoman Suzan DelBene, County Executive Dow Constantine, Representative Ross Hunter, Mayors of Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond, and Medina, the entire Bellevue City Council, majorities of the Kirkland and Redmond Councils, many more.

Contact: (425) 679-9103; cyrus@cyrushabib.com; cyrushabib.com
Michelle Darnell
(Prefers Republican Party)

Elected Experience: Elected delegate, 2012  State Republican Convention. Citizen activist, not a career politician.

Other Professional Experience: 21 years as a mother of four wonderful children . Foreclosure defense paralegal and  mediation representative for homeowner s facing foreclosure . Director of Washington Foreclosure Fairness Act Mediation Department for a local law firm. Small business owner.

Education: Ferndale High School. Whatcom Community College. Skagit Valley College.
Community Service: 15 years of active service in church; Sunday school teacher, directed youth program. Pre-school committee board member for 5 years. Led many free foreclosure defense education seminars for homeowners who have been treated unfairly.

Statement: Let’s restore common sense, compassion, and fairness to our political process while resisting the current tax and spend approach of big government. We need to decrease Olympia’s overreach in our lives and encourage parental choice in education. We should encourage local community control - driven by small businesses and empowered by a simpler and fairer tax structure with fewer regulations and economic barriers to entry. State leaders are out of touch with the plight of the average Washingtonian and current policy tends to benefit only those who can afford to influence it. We need a voice for the rest of us .

An example is our Legislature’s recent $8 Billion “no-strings-attached” tax deduction to Boeing, which my opponent voted for, combined with the Legislature’s failure to comply with the McCleary decision to “make ample provision for the education of all children.” I would lower the B&O tax for businesses but not just big businesses - and thereby encourage wages to increase organically as a result of a healthy economy. Let’s make Washington an economic engine of prosperity for all. We urgently need different leaders and better priorities in the legislature. Let me be your voice in Olympia.

Contact: (360) 720-6899; michelledarnell7@gmail.com; www.michelledarnellforsenate.com 
