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Dear Voters:

Every four years, you, the voter, participate in choosing who will represent you on the Federal level.
The Presidential race often overshadows the other races and issues on the ballot.  Yet, state and local
candidates and issues can greatly affect your life.  This Cowlitz County Electronic Primary Local
Voters Pamphlet provides information about the local candidates seeking to represent you.

On August 19, 2008, Washington State voters will cast their ballots in the new Top 2 Primary.  Unlike
past primaries, voters will not have to pick a party to participate.  All candidate names will appear on
the same ballot, and voters can choose any candidate on the ballot.  The two candidates that receive
the most votes, regardless of their party preference, will advance to the General Election.

It is my hope that you will find this Electronic Primary Local Voters Pamphlet useful and informative.  I
encourage you to take some time to read through the pamphlet before casting your ballot.

Ballots will be in the mail on August 1, 2008.  Your vote is your voice.  Be heard by voting in the Pri-
mary, August 19.

Remember, Every Vote Counts!

Kristina K. Swanson
Cowlitz County Auditor



OBTAINING AN OFFICIAL OR REPLACEMENT BALLOT

COWLITZ COUNTY IS ENTIRELY VOTE BY MAIL.  Official Ballots will be available in the
Elections Department beginning July 30, 2008.   Official Ballots will be mailed Friday, August 1, 2008.

Replacement Ballots.  Contact the Elections Department if your ballot is damaged or lost.  A replacement
ballot may be mailed or picked up in person through Election Day, Tuesday, August 19, 2008.  Please allow
one week for delivery delays prior to requesting a replacement ballot.

KEEP YOUR VOTER INFORMATION CURRENT.  To receive your ballot in a timely manner, please
keep the Elections Department informed of any changes to your name, physical address, and mailing
address.

Away from home?  If you are a student, away at college, in the military, or you will be away from home
during an election, notify the Elections Department and we will mail your ballot to your
temporary address.

Ballots are NOT FORWARDED.  Ballots are mailed to the address on record and are not
forwarded.  Notify the Elections Department of any address changes at least 30 days prior to an election.

CONTACT THE ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT

IN PERSON OR BY MAIL:
207 Fourth  Avenue North
Room 107
Kelso, WA 98626

BY TELEPHONE:
(360)-577-3005

EMAIL:
elections@co.cowlitz.wa.us

WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/elections
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Qualifications
You may register and vote in elections in Washington State if you:

*  Reside in Washington;

*  Are a U.S. Citizen;

*  Are at least 18 years old on or before Election Day; and

*  Have had your voting rights restored if you were ever convicted of a felony.
In Washington, you do not declare a political party membership when you register to vote.

Registration Deadlines
Keep in mind that there are registration deadlines prior to each election.  You must register to vote at least 30
days before an election if you register by mail, online, or through the Motor Voter program.  If you move within
the state of Washington, you must change your address 30 days prior to an election.  You may register in
person at the Cowlitz County Elections Department up to 15 days before an election if you are not currently
registered to vote in Washington State.

How to Register to Vote
You can register to vote online at www.vote.wa.gov or at the Cowlitz County Elections Department.

Voting in Washington State
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DISABLED VOTER ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
AutoMARK ballot marking machines will be available Monday through Friday, during regular business hours
for the Primary, beginning Wednesday, July 30th, through Election Day, August 19, until 8:00 p.m., at the
Cowlitz County Elections Department.

These machines provide privacy and accessibility to voters who are blind, vision impaired, or have a disability
or condition that would make it difficult or impossible to mark a ballot in the usual way.

VOTERS SHOULD BRING THEIR OFFICIAL BALLOTING MATERIALS WITH THEM TO CAST
THEIR BALLOT.

Election Officials will be available to provide instructions.  Contact the Elections Department  for more
information.

CURBSIDE BALLOT DROP BOXES

Six (6) curbside ballot drop boxes are available beginning July 30, 2008, 20 days prior to the Primary.  The
drop boxes are available 24 hours per day and close at 8:00 pm on Election Day.  No postage is  required
for ballots deposited in the curbside ballot drop boxes.

Curbside ballot drop boxes are located at:

Longview Civic Center Circle, across from Broadway Ave, near the Post Office boxes;

Longview, on Broadway Ave, driving west toward the Civic Circle, just before the Post Office boxes;

Kelso, 3rd Ave, between Allen and Academy, near the Kelso Post Office boxes;

Woodland, city parking lot, Davidson and 2nd Street, near Utility Payment Drop box;

Castle Rock, Cowlitz Street and 1st Ave SW, near Hattie's; and

Kalama, North 1st Street, near the Post Office boxes.

The curbside ballot drop boxes provide another convenient way to return your ballot.
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SAMPLE BALLOT 
COWLITZ COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

STATE PRIMARY, AUGUST 19, 2008 

*NEW INSTRUCTIONS* 
 
How to Mark Your Ballot 
To vote, completely fill in the oval                    next to the candidate of your choice. 
  - Use a black or blue ink pen. 
  - In each race, vote for one candidate. 
  - More than one vote for an office or ballot measure will be an overvote, and no votes for that office or  
     ballot measure will be counted. 
 
How to Correct your Ballot 
  - Do not erase. 
  - If you make a mistake, draw a line through the entire candidate’s name.  You then have the option of  
    making another choice. 
 
Signatures, comments or identifying marks on the ballot may invalidate your ballot. 
 
Write-In Votes 
To vote for a person not on the ballot, write the name of the candidate on the line provided for that office, then 
completely fill in the oval next to the line. 
 
READ:  Each candidate for partisan office may state a political party that he or she prefers.  A 
candidate’s preference does not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the 
party, or that the party approves of or associates with that candidate. 

   FEDERAL—Partisan Offices STATE—Partisan Offices STATE—Partisan Offices 

 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 

3RD CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 
TWO Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Brian Baird 

          (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Cheryl Crist 
          (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Michael Delavar 
          (Prefers Republican Party) 
   

Christine Webb 
          (Prefers Republican Party) 

 
_______________________ 

 
GOVERNOR 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Dino Rossi 

          (Prefers G.O.P. Party) 
 

Will Baker 
          (Prefers Reform Party) 
 

Christine Gregoire 
          (Prefers Democratic Party) 
   

Duff Badgley 
          (Prefers Green Party) 
 

John W. Aiken, Jr. 
          (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Christian Pierre Joubert 
          (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Christopher A. Tudor 
          (States No Party Preference) 
 

Javier O. Lopez 
          (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Mohammad Hasan Said 
          (States No Party Preference) 
 

James White 
          (Prefers Independent Party) 
 

______________________ 

 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Brad Owen 

            (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Marcia McCraw 
         (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Arlene A. Peck 
           (Prefers Constitution Party) 
 

Jim Wiest 
          (Prefers G.O.P. Party) 
 

Randel Bell 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_____________________________ 

 

 
SAMPLE BALLOT 

HAS THREE (3) 
PAGES 

Sample ballot lists all races and measures in Cowlitz County.  You may not be eligible to vote on all candidates or measures.   



   COWLITZ COUNTY STATE PRIMARY AUGUST 19, 2008 
   STATE—Partisan Offices STATE—Partisan Offices STATE—Partisan Offices 

 SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Sam Reed 

           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Mark Greene 
           (Prefers Party of Commons Party) 
 

Jason Osgood 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Marilyn Montgomery 
           (Prefers Constitution Party) 
 

____________________________ 
 

 STATE TREASURER 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Allan Martin 

           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Jim McIntire 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

ChangMook Sohn 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_________________________ 

 STATE AUDITOR 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Brian Sonntag 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Glenn Freeman 
           (Prefers Constitution Party) 
 

J. Richard (Dick) McEntee 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

_____________________________ 

 ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
John Ladenburg 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Rob McKenna 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 

_______________________ 

COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC 
LANDS 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Peter J. Goldmark 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Doug Sutherland 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

_____________________________ 

STATE– Nonpartisan Offices 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
John Patterson Blair 

 
Don Hansler 

 
Randy Dorn 

 
David Blomstrom 

 
Enid Duncan 

 
Teresa (Terry) Bergeson 

 
______________________ 

STATE– Partisan Offices 

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Mike Kreidler 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

John R. Adams 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Curtis Fackler 
           (States No Party Preference) 
 

_____________________________ 

 
 
 

STATE SENATOR 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Jon Haugen 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Joseph Zarelli 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

______________________________ 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE POS. 1 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
TWO Year Short and Full Term 

Vote for 1 (ONE) 
 

Vanessa Duplessie 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Jaime Herrera 
           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

________________________ 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE POS. 2 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 

TWO Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Ed Orcutt 

           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

Jonathan Fant 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_____________________ 

STATE SENATOR 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 19 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Brian Hatfield 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_______________________ 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE POS. 1 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 19 

TWO Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Dean Takko 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_____________________ 

Sample ballot lists all races and measures in Cowlitz County.  You may not be eligible to vote on all candidates or measures.   
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COWLITZ COUNTY  AUGUST 19, 2008 STATE PRIMARY 
STATE—Partisan Offices JUDICIAL—Nonpartisan Offices JUDICIAL—Nonpartisan Offices 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE POS. 2 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 19 

TWO Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Brian E. Blake 

           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

_________________________ 

COUNTY—Partisan Offices 

COWLITZ COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Blayden D. Wall 

             (States No Party Preference) 
 

Kathleen A. Johnson 
             (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Todd McDaniel 
             (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Steve Madsen 
             (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

Tom Wilson 
             (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

___________________________ 

COWLITZ COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2 

FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Rama Mitchell Jr. 

           (Prefers Republican Party) 
 

George Raiter 
           (Prefers Democratic Party) 
 

 ____________________________ 

JUDICIAL—Nonpartisan Offices 

SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICE POSITION NO. 3 

SIX Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Mary Fairhurst 

 
Michael J.  Bond 

 
________________________ 

Sample ballot lists all races and measures in Cowlitz County.  You may not be eligible to vote on all candidates or measures.   

SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICE POSITION NO. 4 

SIX Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Charles W. Johnson 

 
C.F. (Frank) Vulliet 

 
James M. Beecher 

 
_______________________ 

SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICE POSITION NO. 7 

SIX Year Short and Full Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Debra L. Stephens 

 
________________________ 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 
POSITION NO. 1 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
James E.F.X. Warme 

 
________________________ 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 
POSITION NO. 2 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Stephen M. Warning 

 
___________________ 

 
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 

POSITION NO. 3 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Jill M. Johanson 

 
______________________ 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 
POSITION NO. 4 
FOUR Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

 
Jim Stonier 

 
_________________________ 

Election of Political Party 
Precinct Committee Officer  

PRECINCT COMMITTEE 
OFFICER 

TWO Year Term 
Vote for 1 (ONE) 

For a write-in candidate, include party. 
 

_______________________ 

 

Precinct Committee Officer is a 
position in each major political 
party.  For this office only:  If you 
consider yourself a Democrat or 
Republican, you may vote for the 
candidate of that party. 
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The Board of County Commissioners is the county’s legislative body and chief administrator.

In its legislative role, the Board is responsible for adopting the annual budget and levying taxes.  The Board is also
responsible for the operations of budgets under the control of appointed department heads and adopting, amending,
and repealing all ordinances.

As administrators, the Board of County Commissioners is responsible for management of departments such as
health, public works, corrections and law enforcement records and other departments which are not the responsibil-
ity of other elected officials; county buildings, property, vehicles and equipment; approving contracts; policies
affecting county employees; and setting budget policy.

In their quasi-judicial capacity, the Commissioners hear appeals of decisions made by other county boards or
commissions and determine approval for a variety of development proposals, such as shorelines and subdivisions.
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COWLITZ COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

We need to shake things up in Cowlitz County government. What
we’ve been doing gets us by but doesn’t improve our citizens' quality
of life. We have increasing rates in unemployment, crime, and drug
abuse. Cowlitz County was recognized in the media as the third most
dangerous area in the state with the highest STD rates. Working with
the community; I can change this. We will develop new creative
programs that address unemployment and social/economical
problems.

BLAYDEN D. WALL
(States No Party Preference)

KATHLEEN A. JOHNSON
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as a Cowlitz County Commis-
sioner these past four years.  As your District 1 Commissioner, I have
embraced the investment the voters made in me and listened and acted
on a myriad of issues that impacted our county residents. These past few
years major decisions were made on equitable water rights, fishing rights,
private road access, land use issues, building permit issues, regional
economic development, and much more. Yes, I am willing to continue to
take action on your behalf if you vote to retain me.

(The statements above are submitted by the candidates and have not been checked for accuracy by any government agency.)
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STEVE MADSEN
(Prefers Democratic Party)

TODD MCDANIEL
(Prefers Democratic Party)

TOM WILSON
(Prefers Republican Party)

Todd McDaniel is a Cowlitz County native who is currently serving our
community as a Deputy Sheriff. His wife, Christine, is a Kelso High
School teacher, and together they have raised three sons. McDaniel has
significant volunteer involvement in the local community and has served
seven years on the Kelso City Council. This wealth of experience has
prepared him to become a County Commissioner. In his first term, he
plans to improve Cowlitz County’s overall quality of life and complete a
much-needed update to the 1976 comprehensive plan to appropriately
manage growth throughout the county. For more information, visit
www.electmcdaniel.com.

This election for Cowlitz County Commissioner is about leadership.  It’s
about who you trust to manage your county government.  As an experi-
enced land use attorney, my record of leadership in local government
speaks for itself. I initiated a much needed independent performance
review of the Cowlitz County Building Department.  I have written
major revisions to the draft Cowlitz County Critical Areas Ordinance.  I
have worked extensively on Clark County’s recently adopted Compre-
hensive Growth Management Plan. I will bring Cowlitz County govern-
ment into the 21st century with superior experience and effective
leadership.  I need your vote to make it happen.

Proven Leadership-I have been a business and community leader for
many years; current manager for Cascade Natural Gas, current board
member of the Cowlitz County Economic Development Council and
served 16 years for the Port of Woodland.
Proven Results-As Port of Woodland Commissioner, I was instrumen-
tal in bringing 245 family wage jobs, 27 new industries and increased
tourism for the communities of Cowlitz County.
Positive Vision-Using a common sense approach to growth, govern-
ment and planning, I will make Cowlitz County the best place to live,
work, and raise a family.

(The statements above are submitted by the candidates and have not been checked for accuracy by any government agency.)
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(The statements above are submitted by the candidates and have not been checked for accuracy by any government agency.)

Mission Statement of the Office–
The focus of the Cowlitz County Commissioners’ Office staff is to be a place of respect, information,
courteousness and professionalism, using a team effort to provide people-oriented service in a timely
manner.
Cowlitz County Government Mission Statement –
To provide quality services as required by law or mandated by the public, to enhance the health, safety and
general well being of its citizens.
Guiding Principles –
Conduct County operations in a legal, ethical and fair manner.
Conduct the public’s business in a manner that is responsive, accessible and open to county citizens.
Provide professional leadership and operational excellence.
Recognize that county employees and citizen volunteers are the foundation upon which these services are
provided.
Preserve the heritage of Cowlitz County both environmentally and culturally.

As your commissioner, I am going to bring Accountability back to
Cowlitz County.  The problems that face our community are systemic
and they need systemic solutions, not just band-aids.  We need to
attract more diversified employers, which offer a family wage and
support local infrastructure.  We need to embrace and prepare for the
growth in our county and bring back civic pride.  It is time for a positive
change. Thank you for your support.

Cowlitz County has always been a wonderful place to live and raise a
family. I am committed to maintaining this. We have a solid base of
wood product jobs, and now we are diversifying with new world-class
employers. I am a past president of our Economic Development Coun-
cil. I am serving my second term as the Governor-appointed County
Commissioner on the State Economic Revitalization Board. I have
helped make investments to attract new jobs. I have initiated programs
to increase efficiency, save tax dollars, and focus on customer service. I
am running for re-election to continue leadership in this area.

RAMA MITCHELL JR.
(Prefers Republican Party)

GEORGE RAITER
(Prefers Democratic Party)

COWLITZ COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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Top 2 Primary
Frequently Asked Questions

What does this mean for voters?
In August 2008, the State will conduct a Top Two Primary.  Voters will not have to pick a party and will
be able to choose among all candidates for each office.  In each race, the two candidates with the most
votes will advance to the General Election.

What is a Top Two Primary?
A Top Two Primary allows voters to choose among all candidates running for each office.  Voters do
not have to declare a party affiliation in order to vote in the Primary.

Candidates for partisan office may state a preference for a political party, which is listed on the ballot.
Candidates do not have to be supported, nominated or endorsed by that party.  The two candidates
who receive the most votes in the Primary qualify for the General Election.  Candidates must also
receive at least 1% of the votes cast in that race in order to advance to the General Election.

What does the candidate’s “party preference” mean in a Top Two Primary?
Each candidate for partisan office may state a political party that he or she prefers.  A candidate’s
preference does not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party
approves of or associates with that candidate.

How did the Top Two Primary become law?
The Top Two Primary was passed by the people in 2004 as an initiative.  I-872 passed by almost 60%.

What happened after I-872 passed?
In May 2005, the state Democratic, Republican and Libertarian parties sued in federal court to prevent
its implementation.  The political parties argued that the Top Two Primary system violated their right to
free association.

The federal District Court agreed with them and issued an order in July 2005 prohibiting the State from
implementing the Top Two Primary.  The State appealed, but the Court of Appeals also agreed with
the parties in an order issued in 2006.  The State appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

What did the U.S. Supreme Court decide?
The court upheld the constitutionality of I-872.  The Supreme Court reasoned that, since this form of Primary
has never been used, the political parties’ challenge was based on assumptions.  The Court decided that it
would not nullify the vote of the people based on speculation.

Could a race in the General Election include two candidates who prefer the same party?
Yes.  The candidates in each race who advance to the General Election will be the two who receive the
most votes in the Primary.  It is possible that both candidates who advance to the General Election
prefer the same party.

Can a voter still write-in a candidate?
Yes.  Each race on the ballot will still have a write-in line and you can write in the name of a candidate.
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What offices are affected?
The Top Two Primary applies to elections for partisan office.  This includes the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives, the State Legislature, partisan statewide offices such as Governor, and partisan
county offices such as County Commissioner or County Treasurer.

The Top Two Primary does not apply to elections for President and Vice President, or nonpartisan
office such as judicial office, municipal office, or a junior taxing district such as fire district or school
board.

The Top Two Primary does not apply to an election for county office if the county has a charter and the
charter specifies a different election system for county offices.  This is the case for county offices in
Pierce County.

Does the U.S. Supreme Court opinion impact the Presidential Primary?
No.  The Top Two Primary is for local, state and Congressional races.  The Presidential Primary is a
separate system that only applies to nominating candidates for President, and how the major parties
allocate their delegates to the national conventions.  The relevant statutes are RCW 29A.56.010
through RCW 29A.56.060.

Where can I find more information about the Top Two Primary?
The Secretary of State’s Office posts information about Initiative 872, the administrative rules to implement
Initiative 872, and the court documents in the legal challenge on its website at:  http://www.secstate.wa.gov/
elections/toptwo.aspx

Questions from Candidates:

What does this mean for candidates?
Candidates must still file a declaration of candidacy with the County Auditor or the Secretary of State,
depending on the office.  Candidates will be allowed to state on the declaration of candidacy which
political party they prefer, and that information will be listed on the ballot.

This is strictly an expression of that candidate’s preference.  It does not imply that the candidate is
nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party approves of or associates with that candidate.
For purposes of conducting elections, people running for office are not members of a particular party or
candidates of a particular party.  Rather, they are candidates running for office, and are provided the
opportunity to express a preference for a political party.

When is the filing period?
The regular filing period is the first week of June.  This year, that is June 2-6, 2008.  Candidates may
file in person, by mail or, if filing with the Secretary of State’s Office, online.  Declarations of Candidacy
filed by mail may be received beginning May 16, 2008.

Are minor party candidates still required to conduct conventions and collect signatures in order to
run for office?

No.  All candidates use the same procedures to file for office and appear on the Primary Election ballot.
The Top Two Primary evens the playing field for candidates.  Candidates may list any party as the
party that they prefer.

Minor party and independent candidates for President and Vice President are an exception.  They must
still collect signatures and obtain the consent of the candidates.
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Can the political parties prevent a candidate from expressing a preference for their party?
No.  Candidates are permitted to express a preference for any political party.  The court ruled that the
ability of candidates to express a preference for a party does not severely burden the rights of the party.

Can the political parties still nominate candidates?
Yes.  State law no longer dictates how political parties conduct their nominations.  Now, the state and
local parties decide how to conduct their nominations.  The rules for party-run nominations vary party to
party, and even between the state and local parties.  Political parties can nominate multiple candidates
for the same race.  The Court stated:

Whether parties nominate their own candidates outside the state-run Primary is
simply irrelevant.  In fact, parties may now nominate candidates by whatever
mechanism they choose because I-872 repealed Washington’s prior regulations
governing party nominations.

Can the political parties demand that their nominees be distinguished on the ballot?
No.  The law does not allow nominations or endorsements by interest groups, political action commit-
tees, political parties, labor unions, editorial boards, or other private organizations to be printed on the
ballot.

The Supreme Court ruled the political parties do not have a constitutional right to have their nominees
distinguished on the ballot.  The Supreme Court said:

It is true that parties may no longer indicate their nominees on the ballot, but that
is unexceptionable:  The First Amendment does not give political parties a right
to have their nominees designated as such on the ballot. … Parties do not gain
such a right simply because the State affords candidates the opportunity to
indicate their party preference on the ballot.  “Ballots serve primarily to elect
candidates, not as forums for political expression.”

Can candidates advertise themselves as nominees of a political party?
Yes.  Candidates can promote themselves in voters’ pamphlets, advertisements, and other forums as
the nominees of a political party.

After candidate filing week, can a major party fill vacancies on the major party ticket?
No.  This process was specifically repealed in I-872 because there is no major party ticket in a Top Two
Primary.  All candidates are treated the same.

A race will only be reopened for a special filing period if there is a void in candidacy, meaning no
candidates filed during the regular filing period.

If only one or two candidates file, will that race skip the Primary and only appear on the General
Election ballot?

No.  Even if only one or two candidates file for a partisan office, that race will still appear in the Primary.
It is only in nonpartisan elections that the race skips the Primary when just one or two candidates file.
The relevant statute is RCW 29A.52.220.

If a candidate for partisan office who was one of the top two vote-getters in the Primary dies or is
disqualified before the General Election, will the party be allowed to name a replacement?

No.  In a Top Two Primary, a candidate’s party preference is purely for informational purposes and
does not play any role in the administration of the election.  Because the candidates are not representa-
tives or nominees of a political party, a party is not allowed to name a replacement candidate.  The
laws that previously allowed the political parties to replace deceased or disqualified candidates were
repealed in I-872.
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